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NAME  OF  THE  ClTY  IN  WHICH  IT  IS  LOCATED. 


REPORT 


A 


OF  THE 


The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  New  England  Aid  Society  for  the  Aged 
and  Friendless,  in  placing  their  First  Report  and  History  of  the  Society 
before  the  Corporation,  their  Patrons,  and  the  Public,  would  gratefully 
acknowledge  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence  and  the  kind  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  clergy,  the  press,  and  of  numerous  friends,  many  of  whom 
have  spontaneously  contributed  to  the  furtherance  of  the  work  of  the 
Society,  and  the  establishing  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Couples. 

To-day  we  stand  upon  the  threshold  of  our  real  work.  Much  that 
we  have  done  has  been  preliminary  in  its  character,  but  necessary  to  the 
strength  of  the  general  structure.  The  creative  thought,  the  wise  plan, 
the  organized  and  combined  effort  will  be  forgotten  when  the  super¬ 
structure  is  completed,  but  the  associations  connected  therewith  will  im¬ 
press  themselves  upon  the  tablet  of  memory,  and  the  work  which  called 
forth  our  earnest  endeavor,  will  ever  claim  our  warmest  sympathies. 
The  pioneer  counts  not  the  time  spent  in  felling  giant  trees,  or  preparing 
the  timbers  for  foundation  and  support ;  his  thoughts  are  fixed  on  the 
erection  of  his  habitation,  upon  the  completion  of  his  home,  and  not 
until  the  hour  arrives  that  he  can  stand  upon  the  threshold,  does  he 
pause  in  his  work  to  look  back  over  the  obstacles  he  has  surmounted, 
and  the  work  he  has  accomplished,  and  yet  the  threshold  which  has  cost 
him  days  of  labor  and  nights  of  pain,  and  which  he  points  to  with  pride 
and  pleasure,  is  as  a  grain  of  sand  compared  with  the  life  work  before 
him.  It  is  over  the  threshold  that  the  record  will  be  written.  From 
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this  threshold  it  may  be  well  for  us  to  take  a  retrospective  view  before 
entering  upon  the  work  of  grave  responsibility  which  seems  by  circum¬ 
stances  entrusted  to  our  hands  to  carry  forward. 

THE  FIRST  MEETING. 

November  7th,  1882,  a  few  Christian  women  interested  in  charitable 
work  met  by  invitation  in  the  parlors  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Abbott  Carleton, 
M.  D.,  30  Union  Park,  to  devise  means  to  assist  in  the  work  of  provid¬ 
ing  better  accomodations  fdr  a  small  home  situated  at  the  North  End, 
(No.  3  Anthony  Place,)  which  sheltered  from  the  cold  touch  of  pitiless 
poverty,  six  old  ladies,  and  known  to  the  few  who  sent  subscriptions 
and  contributions  towards  its  support  as  the  “  Free  Home  for  Aged 
and  Friendless  Women.”  The  meeting  attended  by  seven  ladies 
was  adjourned  to  the  14th  day  of  the  same  month,  when  officers  were 
chosen,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  “that  a  general  invitation,  should  be 
extended  to  all  interested  in  the  plan  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  work.” 
The  President,  Mrs.  Dr.  Carleton,  embodied  the  sentiment  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  in  a  circular  which  was  kindly  read  by  many  clergymen  from  the 
desk,  and  given  a  wide  circulation  by  the  daily  press.  In  response  to 
the  invitation,  a  large  and  enthusiastic  meeting  was  held  at  30  Union 
Park,  Nov.  21st.  The  President  in  the  chair  explained  the  object  and 
purpose  of  the  meeting,  and  the  ladies  present  manifested  a  readiness  to 
aid  in  making  the  proposed  Fair  to  be  held  at  Horticultural  Hall,  the 
week  preceding  Christmas,  a  success.  By  permission,  Gov.  B.  F. 
Butler,  Ex-Gov.  Rice,  Mayor  Samuel  Green,  Collector  Worthington, 
Gen.  Sherwin,  Rev.  L.  B.  Baldwin,  Rev.  Minot  J.  Savage,  Rev.  J.  L. 
Withrow,  Prof.  Eben  Tourjee,  and  Joshua  Merrill,  Esq.,  were  elected  an 
Honorary  Committee.  At  an  adjourned  meeting,  the  preliminary  ar¬ 
rangements  were  completed,  and  on  the  evening  of  December  18th,  the 
Fair  was  formally  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Withrow  and  an  ad¬ 
dress  by  Ex-Gov.  Rice.  After  referring  to  the  season  of  the  year,  and 
the  generosity  of  heart  characteristic  of  Christmas,  Mr.  Rice  went  on  to 
say  : — “We  are  told  that  Boston  is  a  very  rich  city,  a  very  liberal  and  a 
very  charitable  city.  I  think  it  is,  and  I  believe  the  world  thinks  so  too, 
for  if  there  be  any  part  of  it  from  which  appeals  do  not  come  to  the 
liberal,  benevolent  citizens  of  Boston,  I  do  not  know  where  it  is.  The 
number  of  applications  and  the  amount  that  goes  out  from  this  com¬ 
munity  in  aid  of  institutions,  charitable,  scientific,  and  religious,  every¬ 
where,  is  incalculable.  We  would  not  curtail  this  generosity  if  we  could, 
but  at  the  same  time  there  is  an  old  and  homely  saying,  that  ‘charity 
begins  at  home,’  and  we  must  take  care  of  our  neighbors  and  friends 
whose  wants  we  know,  to  whom  our  hearts  go  out,  and  toward  whom 
our  hands  must  open  first  and  foremost  of  all.”  After  instancing  the 
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Chicago  fire,  the  Sanitary  Commission,  the  Sailors’  Fair  in  the  Boston 
Theatre,  the  proceeds  of  which  built  the  Sailors’  Home  at  Quincy,  and 
other  cases  of  charity  as  evidence  of  the  spontaneous  generosity  of  Bos¬ 
ton,”  lie  added  with  an  emphatic  smile,  as  if  his  thoughts  had  grasped 
the  result  of  our  effort,  “one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  this  city  is, 
that  if  there  is  an  idea  that  takes  root,  it  at  once  assumes  the  form  of  an 
institution,  around  which  the  influences  are  attracted  which  form  the 
heart  and  centre  of  the  work.”  The  Fair  opening  under  such  favorable 
auspices  grew  daily  in  interest.  A  newspaper,  “The  Daily  Record,” 
was  issued  every  evening,  and  many  distinguished  writers  contributed  to 
its  columns.  It  was  given  a  wide  circulation,  and  proved  a  valuable  ad¬ 
junct  to  our  work.  Among  the  gifts  received  was  a  purse  containing 
seventy-five  dollars  from  Miss  Abby  L.  Pierce  of  Brookline,  seventy-six 
years  of  age,  who  collected  it  in  five  cent  pieces.  A  volume  of  poems 
from  Celia  Thaxter,  beautifully  illustrated  by  herself,  and  a  large  donation 
of  books  contributed  by  the  author,  Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale.  The 
Fair  continued  six  days,  and  the  net  proceeds  amounted  to  upwards  of 
$2,500.  This  sum,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  W.  Smith,  with  instruc¬ 
tions  to  invest  it  in  an  “Institution  for  Savings,”  for  the  sole  use  and 
benefit  of  the  “Free  Home  for  Aged  and  Friendless  Women.” 

ORGANIZATION  of  the  NSW  ENGLAND  AID  SOCIETY  for  the 

A.GSD  and  FRIENDLESS. 

In  January,  1883,  the  ladies  who  had  been  connected  with  the  Fair, 
again  met  by  invitation  in  the  parlors  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Carleton,  to  consider 
the  question  of  organizing  for  further  charitable  work.  After  some  pre¬ 
liminary  and  informal  discussion,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Chairman,  and  upon  motion  the  officers  who  had  been  chosen  for  the 
Fair,  were  elected  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  the  Association.  At  a 
subsequent  meeting  it  was  voted  that  the  Association  should  be  known 
by  the  name  of  the  New  England  Aid  Society  for  the  Aged  and  Friend¬ 
less,  and  that  it  should  have  for  its  object  the  establishing  and  support 
of  Christian  homes  for  the  aged  and  needy.  At  a  special  meeting  called 
for  the  purpose,  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  adopted,  and  the 
work  of  the  Society  commenced.  The  organization  was  soon  in  good 
working  order;  copies  of  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  distributed, 
and  personal  effort  was  made  to  secure  members.  At  length  it  was 
decided  to  hold  a  public  meeting,  anniversary  week,  in  Horticultural 
Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  announcing  publicly  that  the  work  of  the  Society 
would  be  the  founding  of  a  Flome  for  Aged  Couples.  The  meeting  was 
acccordingly  held  Thursday  afternoon  May  31st.  The  president  pre¬ 
sided  and  explained  the  objects  of  the  Society.  Rev.  F.  M.  Ellis,  Rev. 
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L.  B.  Baldwin,  Pvev.  Joseph  Cook,  and  Rev.  J,  W.  Hamilton,  addressed 
the  audience,  setting  forth  the  great  need  of  such  a  Home,  and  com¬ 
mending  the  work  of  the  Society  to  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
aged.  The  following  week  a  festival  was  held  in  aid  of  the  Home  for 
Aged  Couples,  and  the  effort  made  by  the  distinguished  clergymen  in 
behalf  of  the  interersts  of  the  Society  was  apparent  in  the  number  and 
the  character  of  the  guests,  many  of  whom  came  to  express  their  interest 
in  a  substantial  manner. 

July  first,  the  Treasurer  reported  six  life  members,  102  annual  mem¬ 
bers,  and  the  sum  of  $500  in  the  Treasury.  At  the  first  meeting  in  the 
following  September,  it  was  decided  that*  a  Fair  must  be  held.  The 
President,  through  a  circular  kindly  copied  by  the  press,  called  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  community  to  the  efforts  the  Society  were  making  to  open 
a  Home  for  Aged  Couples,  a  pleasant,  Christian  home,  non-sectarian  in 
character,  where  aged  and  respectable  couples  who  had  gone  hand  in 

hand  through  long  years,  perhaps  of  prosperity,  might  totter  down  life’s 
hill  together.  Donations  of  money  and  goods  were  solicited,  societies 

were  invited  to  co-operate,  and  clergymen  were  earnestly  requested,  to 
bring  the  matter  before  their  parishioners.  Young  ladies  were  invited  to 
take  tables,  and  gentlemen  asked  to  contribute.  Arrangements  were 
made  to  hold  the  Fair  in  December,  commencing  the  10th.  Rev.  Dr. 
Withrow  and  Rev.  D.  W.  Waldron  were  present  at  the  opening,  and  in¬ 
voked  the  Divine  blessing  on  the  effort  being  made  to  open  a  Home  for 
the  Aged  Couples.  Among  the  pleasing  incidents  may  be  mentioned 
the  presentation  of  a  valuable  ebony,  gold-headed  cane,  properly  inscribed 
to  General  A.  P.  Martin,  Mayor-elect.  The  cane  was  presented  to 
the  Fair  by  Mr.  Ward  Brooks  Frothingham,  with  the  request  that  it  be 
disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  Plome.  The  fair  was  a  gratifying  suc¬ 
cess  not  only  financially,  but  as  an  evidence  of  the  interest  felt  in  the  work. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  Tuesday,  Jan.  1st,  1884,  the  Treas¬ 
urer  reported  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  fair,  including  several  life 
memberships,  which  had  been  included  with  the  receipts  from  tables, 
amounted  to  $3,826.35,  and  that  the  whole  amount  in  the  Treasury,  in¬ 
cluding  membership  fees,  donations,  and  proceeds  of  June  Festival,  was 

$4,326.25,  and  that  the  current  expenses  of  the  Society  for  the  year  had 
been  $43.00. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Society,  up  to  and  at  the  time  of  the 
incorporation,  will  be  found  in  the  Treasurer’s  report. 

To  the  regret  of  the  Society,  our  esteemed  and  efficient  Secretary, 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Wheeler,  tendered  her  resignation,  which  was  reluctantly  ac¬ 
cepted.  Her  report  showing  increase  of  membership  will  be  found  else¬ 
where. 

The  Committee  on  nominations  presented  the  name  of  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Baldwin,  formerly  a  vice-president,  for  Secretary,  and  Mrs.  J.  Hamilton 


Farrar,  Mrs.  J.  Wentworth  Brown,  Mrs.  Gen.  A.  P.  Martin,  Mrs.  Jonas 
Fitch,  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Richardson,  for  Vice-Presidents.  The 
names  being  acceptable  to  the  Society,  they  were  accordingly  elected  to 
their  several  positions,  the  President  and  Treasurer  remaining  the  same. 
Since  the  annual  meeting,'  much  has  been  effected  in  the  interests  of  the 
Society  which  seems  eminently  proper  to  be  recorded  here,  inasmuch 
as  this  report  is  intended  to  be  a  record  of  the  minutes  of  the  Society 
from  the  beginning  of  its  work  up  to  the  time  of  its  incorporation,  and 
the  opening  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Couples. 

DEATH  OF  AN  HONORED  MEMBER. 

In  sorrow,  and  with  a  deep  and  abiding  sense  of  the  loss  the  Society 
has  sustained,  we  record  the  death  of  Mrs.  George  M.  King.  Sunday, 
March  30th,  while  preparing  for  attendance  upon  Divine  Worship,  the 
summons  came,  and  in  a  few  hours  the  willing  hands  were  folded,  the 
gentle  voice  was  hushed,  and  our  dear  friend  and  co-worker  passed  from 
our  midst.  Mrs.  King  early  made  herself  an  active  member  of  the 
Society,  and  although  never  enjoying  robust  health,  she  made  it  a  duty 
to  be  present  at  all  meetings,  and  encourage  by  her  cheerful  words  those 
less  hopeful  than  herself;  her  cheerfulness,  prudence,  foresight,  and 
strength  of  character,  will  be  long  remembered  by  her  associates,  and 

her  name  will  always  be  honorably  associated  with  the  work  of  the  Socie  - 
ty.  At  a  meeting  held  April  1st,  resolutions  were  passed  and  placed 

upon  the  Records  by  the  Secretary,  and  an  appropriate  floral  emblem, 
“The  Gates  Ajar,”  with  the  name  of  the  Society  properly  inscribed  upon 
it,  was  sent  to  the  family  in  memoriam,  and  by  invitation  a  large  delega¬ 
tion  was  present  at  the  funeral  and  followed  the  remains  to  the  grave. 

“  He  giveth  His  Beloved  sleep.” 

i 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

The  spotless  marble  may  commemorate  the  virtues,  the  fresh  flowers 
on  the  mound  tell  of  continual  and  loving  remembrance,  but  no  more 
lasting  or  thoughtful  tribute  can  be  paid  to  a  young  daughter’s  oft-ex- 
pressed  wish  to  work  for  the  “Home  for  Aged  Couples,”  than  this  ;  “A 
perpetual  membership  fee  in  memory  of  our  only  daughter,  Carrie  Louise 
Whitcomb.”  The  work  that  she  would  have  delighted  in  doing,  has 
been  cheerfully  taken  up  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitcomb.  In  memory  of 
her  these  bereaved  parents  have  become  life  members  of  the  Society,  in 
the  work  of  which  they  have  given  many  substantial  evidences  of  interest. 

The  healthful  sentiment  of  Christian  women  making  a  combined  ef¬ 
fort  to  establish  a  worthy  charity,  met  in  most  instances  with  a  generous 
and  hearty  response.  Upwards  of  $Soo  was  secured  in  life-member¬ 
ships  and  subscriptions  by  one  earnest  member  deeply  interested  in  her 
work,  and  the  proceeds  of  an  entertainment  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
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1 1 23,  was  generously  contributed  by  Mr.  George  M.  Baker.  If  space 
permitted  we  would  gladly  record,  for  future  reference,  the  discourag¬ 
ing  experiences  of  the  faithful  Committee  who  spent  weary  weeks  in 
searching  for  a  house  suitable  for  a  temporary  abode  previous  to  the 
final  decision  of  the  Society ;  sufficient  however  is  the  statement  that 
much  valuable  time  was  spent  in  examining  the  advertised  advantages 
and  conveniences  of  estates  and  houses  wholly  unsuitable  and  undesirable 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Society.  At  last  a  house  was  offered,  which  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  Committee,  but  the  price  $12,500  seemed 
great  when  compared  with  the  sum  in  the  Treasury  ;  yet  the  opportunity 
had  come ;  a  low  stoop  house,  built  upon  solid  ground,  easy  of  access, 
between  two  public  streets,  overlooking  a  park  in  front  and  a  church  in 
the  rear,  delightfully  airy,  convenient  and  healthy.  The  principal  rooms 
of  the  house  were  furnished  with  carpets,  mirrors,  and  shades,  all  of 
which  the  owner  would  donate  to  the  Home  for  Aged  Couples  if  the 
Society  purchased  the  house.  Terms  were  offered,  and  duly  considered 
by  the  Committee. 

The  experience  of  the  Committee  in  finding  a  suitable  house  in  a 
good  locality  for  rent,  was  not  encouraging.  Old  couples  were  wait¬ 
ing,  and  the  public  unacquainted  with  the  circumstances,  expressed  sur¬ 
prise  at  the  delay.  The  Society  had  been  unremitting  in  their  labors, 
were  willing  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost,  but  they  were  averse  to 
assuming  a  debt,  yet  they  were  under  the  conviction  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  open  the  Home.  The  cause  they  had  taken  up  was  not  theirs, 
but  the  cause  of  the  aged,  too  old  to  care  for  themselves,  the  homeless, 
with  no  children  to  care  for  them,  the  friendless,  bereft  of  property  and 
relatives, — no  welcome  anywhere.  God’s  ways  were  inscrutable,  and  the 
cause  of  the  poor  and  needy,  the  aged  and  feeble,  was  His. 

THE  INCORPORATION. 

May  29th,  the  New  England  Aid  Society  for  the  Aged  and  Friendless 
was  incorporated.  The  Corporation  was  duly  organized,  and  a  Board  of 
Trustees  were  elected.  7'he  property  of  the  Society  amounting  to  $5,600, 
invested  in  the  New  England  Trust  Company,  was  legally  transferred  to 
the  Corporation,  a  permanent  investment  was  decided  upon,  and  the 
President  authorized  to  negotiate  for  the  property  above  mentioned. 

June  tenth,  the  estate  No.  431  Shawmut  Avenue,  owned  by  Mr.  W.  T. 
Faunce,  was  legally  transferred  to  the  Corporation  of  the  New  England 
Aid  Society  for  the  Aged  and  Friendless,  for  the  sum  of  $12,500. 
$5000  was  paid  upon  delivery  of  the  deed,  and  $7,500  remains  on  mort¬ 
gage,  three  years  at  5  per  cent  interest,  payable  semi-annually. 

June  twelfth,  the  Society  opened  its  home  for  aged  couples,  and  held  an 
informal  reception  and  festival.  Perhaps  a  description  of  the  building 
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may  be  of  interest  to  many  who  will  read  this  Report,  and  feel  a  desire 
to  know  something  about  the  comfort  of  a  Home  that  extends  a  wel¬ 
come  to  the  aged  and  indigent.  The  house  faces  and  overlooks 
Blackstone  Square,  is  a  swell  front,  with  a  two-story  extension,  extend¬ 
ing  to  Newland  St.  The  house  contains  17  rooms  with  spacious  halls. 
The  first  floor  has  a  double  parlor,  and  in  the  extension  is  a  dining  room 
with  butlers  pantry,  and  beyond  a  kitchen  with  closets,  hall  and  side 
door  with  cellar  stairs  in  the  rear.  The  front  is  separated  from  the  cen¬ 
tre  hall,  which  extends  to  the  kitchen,  by  a  glass  panelled  door ;  in  the 
centre  hall  are  back  stairs  leading  to  all  the  rooms  above,  and  to  a  large 
convenient  room  in  the  basement  which  has  been  fitted  up  since  the 
property  has  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Society  for  a  smoking  and  sitting 
room  for  the  old  gentlemen,  where  they  can  in  peace  and  quiet 

“  Smoke  the  calumet  together 
And  as  brothers  live  henceforward.” 

On  the  second  floor  are  four  square  rooms,  a  side  or  hall  room,  and  a 
light  convenient  bath  and  toilet  room.  In  the  extension  overlooking 
Newland  St.,  is  a  large  square  room  with  three  windows,  from  which  an 
unobstructed  view  of  St.  Marks  church  and  Newton  St.,  can  be  obtained. 
Connected  with  this  room  is  a  spacious  veranda,  from  which  a  wide  cir¬ 
cular  pair  of  iron  stairs  lead  to  the  kitchen  and  to  the  yard  below.  The 
thiid  floor  has  a  large  square  room  front,  and  a  back  room  of  equal  size 
supplied  with  closets.  There  are  also  two  large  side  rooms.  On  the 
fourth  floor  are  two  large  square  rooms,  and  two  side  rooms  for  storage. 
The  house  is  heated  by  a  furnace,  and  lighted  by  gas,  and  has  hot  and 
cold  water  in  the  rooms.  The  cellar,  without  which  no  “  Home  ”  can  be 
quite  complete  in  our  climate,  must  not  be  forgotten ;  it  is  large  and 
well  ventilated,  has  five  good  windows,  and  several  fine  brick  bins  every 
way  suitable  for  large  donations  of  coal,  wood,  fruit,  and  vegetables.  A 
representative  of  the  press,  present  at  the  opening  exercises,  voiced  the 
opinion  of  many  visitors,  in  her  remark,  that  the'  “  one  great  charm  of 
the  house,  was  the  entire  absence  of  anything  like  an  institution  atmos¬ 
phere.”  It  is  indeed  like  a  private  house  in  all  its  arrangements,  and 
very  home-like  it  looked  on  the  day  of  the  reception.  Furniture,  crock¬ 
ery  and  silver-ware,  were  loaned  us  for  the  occasion  ;  also  a  fine  piano. 
The  flowers  were  everywhere,  banked  up  on  the  wide  mantels,  swinging 
in  festoons  from  window  and  door,  and  drooping  from  chandeliers. 
Daisies,  buttercups,  clovers,  and  ferns,  vied  with  the  red  peonies  and 
fragrant  roses  that  decorated  the  tables  ;  truly  “  it  was  as  though  all  the 
flowers  of  the  field  and  the  garden  had  been  summoned  to  give  glad¬ 
ness  and  brightness  to  the  occasion.” 

The  dedicatory  exercises  commenced  soon  after  the  arrival  of  His 
Excellency,  Gov.  Geo.  D.  Robinson,  and  Lt.  Gov.  Oliver  Ames.  The 
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distinguished  guests  having  been  formally  received  by  the  President,  and 
introduced  to  the  Society,  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  L.  B.  Baldwin,  of 
St.  Marks  Church.  Gov.  Robinson  followed  with  a  short  address  in 
which  he  said  :  “  The  influence  of  the  hour  is  gathered  by  the  presence 

of  us  all,  rather  than  in  any  spoken  words,  but  I  should  be  unfaithful  to 
my  trust  if  I  did  notin  some  way  show  my  appreciation  of  this  good 
work.  This  house  is  opened  for  a  home  for  aged  couples.  Charity 
will  assist  on  one  hand,  kindness  on  the  other,  and  the  success  will  be 
wrought  out  by  those  who  will  happily  dwell  here.  It  strikes  me  that 
the  idea  is  a  happy  one,  and  that  it  is  a  blessed  undertaking.  To  many 
the  charity  that  reaches  out  through  the  little  children  is  more  attractive, 
more  delightful,  like  a  flower  opening,  but  with  the  older  people  who  as 
we  say  have  reached  second  childhood,  it  becomes  a  more  serious  de¬ 
mand  upon  those  who  undertake  it.  I  express  from  the  depths  of  my 
heart  the  satisfaction  I  feel  at  the  work  you  have  done  in  preparing  a 
place  of  refuge,  a  real  home  for  old  people.  But  the  time  will  come 
when  the  present  house  will  be  too  small  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
old  and  infirm  who  will  want  to  make  this  their  home.  The  walls  will 
then  be  removed  and  other  houses  taken  in,  the  result  will  be  that  there 
will  loom  up  a  large  temple  for  these  aged  couples.  As  you  reach  suc¬ 
cess,  it  will  determine  a  current  in  this  direction.  It  requires  good 
sense  and  good  nature  to  carry  on  this  work,  and  I  know  that  it  will  re¬ 
quire  patience  and  endurance,  and  all  the  noble  qualities  that  bless  and 
adorn  human  nature,  but  there  is  a  reward  in  the  end.  To  provide  a 
home  for  the  old  people  who  have  lived  together  for  years,  and  who  see 
before  them  the  declining  years  of  life  without  home  or  helpers,  is  a 
happy  idea,  and  there  can  be  nothing  better  than  to  take  those  aband¬ 
oned  in  their  old  age  by  the  hand  and  make  them  feel  they  have  some¬ 
thing  to  do  besides  waiting  to  die.  They  are  the  ones  who  will  bless  the 
founders  of  the  enterprise.”  Letters  of  regret  were  read  by  the  Secretary, 
from  Mayor  Martin,  Rev.  Phillips  Brooks,  Rev.  Dr.  Courtney,  Rev.  E.  A. 
Horton  and  others,  regretting  their  inability  to  be  present.  The  limited 
notice  prevented  many  from  knowing  of  the  reception  until  after  it  was 
over.  After  the  exercises  were  finished,  luncheon  was  served  by  the 
ladies  of  the  Board  to  the  invited  guests,  who,  after  partaking  of  refresh¬ 
ments,  inspected  the  house.  Gov.  Robinson  and  Lt.  Gov.  Ames  grace¬ 
fully  marked  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  Home  for  aged  couples, 
by  becoming  life  members  of  the  Society. 

The  Opening  of  the  Home  was  indeed  a  great  event  to  the  Society, 
it  was  a  long  step  forward,  and  every  heart  felt  thankful  for  the  success 
that  had  attended  their  united  efforts. 

The  president  in  an  appeal  to  the  public,  Nov.  3rd,  1883,  said  :  “The 
great  need  of  such  a  home  was  never  more  felt  than  at  the  present  time. 


when  so  many  in  the  decline  of  life  have  found  the  property  they  had 
hoped  sufficient  for  the  remainder  of  their  days,  was  lost  through 
investments  they  had  thought  secure.  Their  losses,  taking  into  account 
their  fear  of  separation,  are  almost  unbearable,  for  as  yet,  no  home  can 
be  found  in  this  city  or  state,  broad  enough  in  its  scope  and  work  to 
include  man  and  wife.  Almost  every  form  of  charity  has  been  provided 
for  in  the  most  liberal  manner  by  the  benevolent  citizens  of  this  city,  save 
the  home  for  the  old  couple.  The  ‘ poor  old  father  and  mother,  ’  worn 
out  in  the  moil  and  the  strife,  plodding  the  path  of  sorrow,  longing  for 
the  end  to  come.  A  moments  reflection  will  convince  more  than  the 
‘  cheerful  giver,  ’  that  when  the  last  ebb  of  trial  has  been  reached,  that 
the  old  couple  are  entitled  to  an  honored  place  in  a  home,  over  the  door 
of  which  may  be  read  in  the  welcome,  ‘  whom  God  had  joined  together 
let  not  man  put  assunder.’  ”  The  appeal  made  less  than  one  year  ago  in 
behalf  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Couples,  has  been  answered  in  the  spirit 
of  Christian  love  and  charity.  Contributions  have  been  forwarded  to  us, 
none  of  them  large,  but  all  expressive  of  a  growing  interest  in  the  cause 
which  we  hope  will  soon  receive  recognition  and  aid  from  every  church 
and  benevolent  individual  in  the  city.  None  who  have  witnessed  or 
realized  the  ^feebleness  of  the  aged,  and  their  dependence  upon  their 
children,  or  others  who  have  charge  of  them,  can  fail  to  have  sympathy 
for  them  in  their  utter  loneliness.  The  unobtrusive  grief  of  the  old 
couple,  as  they  talk  of  the  little  homestead  which  passed  into  other 
hands  under  the  mortgage  they  could  not  liquidate,  needs  no  eloquent 
tongue  to  picture,  or  pen  to  portray.  The  life-long  history  of  the  ap¬ 
plicants  for  admittance  to  our  home,  is  the  best  argument  for  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  its  existence.  One  old  gentleman  in  making  his  application, 
said,  “I  have  been  temperate,  industrious,  and  prudent,  all  my  life.  I 
have  a  wife,  but  she  is  now  old  and  feeble,  we  have  had  two  sons,  one 
of  them,  a  promising  young  man,  died  soon  after  his  graduation ;  the 
other  is  an  invalid  with  a  wife ;  they  are  too  poor  to  take  care  of  us,  and 
we  are  too  poor  to  take  care  of  them.  A  little  while  and  I  shall  be  un¬ 
able  to  earn  a  livelihood.  I  own  a  small  cottage  ;  a  mortgage  would 
soon  see  us  homeless  and  penniless.  Can  we  come  when  my  working 
days  have  come  to  an  end  ?  ”  Another  over  80  years  of  age,  with  a 
wife  whose  dim  eyesight  makes  it  dangerous  for  her  to  move  about  alone, 
childless  and  almost  without  relatives,  says,  “  my  little  home  that  I  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  savings  of  a  life  time,  must  be  sold  to  pay  the  mortgage 
and  accumulated  interest.  We  have  no  place  to  go  to.  Can  we  come  ?” 
Another  far  advanced  in  years,  whose  failing  sight  prevents  him  from 
following  the  occupation  that  afforded  him  a  respectable  living,  says, 
“  I  am  childless,  and  have  no  friends  to  help.”  And  so  one  after 
another  comes,  and  the  door  of  the  Home  opens  noiselessly,  and  the 


i6 


tired,  feeble  ones,  find  kind  hearts  to  welcome  them.  The  blessed 
privilege  of  opening  the  door,  and  witnessing  the  joy  of  the  old  people 
as  they  lay  down  the  sorrow  and  worry  of  years,  may  not  be  given  to  us 
all,  but  we  can,  most  of  us,  assist  in  some  way  to  sustain  the  Home. 
My  Christian  brother  and  sister,  in  your  homes  of  comfort,  surrounded 
by  family  and  friends,  will  you  not  remember  the  aged  couples?  Will 
you  not  give  of  your  abundance,  something  to  ensure  their  happiness  ? 
Will  you  not  remember  that  the  home  which  welcomes  the  old  couple, 
which  promises  to  provide  for  them  in  health,  to  care  for  them  in  sick¬ 
ness  even  unto  the  end,  is  under  a  mortgage?  Will  you  not  help  us  pay 
that  now?  Will  you  not  dear  charitable  friend  in  making  your  will,  re¬ 
member  the  noble  cause  we  work  for  untiringly,  without  hope  of  reward, 
save  that  which  comes  from  the  happy  consciousness  of  helping  the  aged 
and  unfortunate.  To  the  generous  hearted,  the  philanthropic,  who  are 
willing  to  aid  when  they  know  the  object  is  worthy  of  their  attention,  we 
respectfully  say,  visit  our  home  and  investigate  for  yourself,  talk  with  the 
old  people  and  learn  of  them ;  you  may  have  already  looked  about  you 
for  worthy  objects  of  charity,  but  if  any  can  be  found  more  worthy,  more 
deserving,  more  touching  in  its  appeal  to  all  who  have  known  a  father’s 
care  or  mother’s  love,  we  know  not  where  it  is.  We  ask  for  the  aged 
couples,  a  generous  support ;  we  also  desire  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all 
interested  in  the  work ;  there  is  much  to  be  done,  and  something  for 
everyone  to  do.  Union  of  sentiment,  and  union  of  action,  will  ensure 
success.  Sixteen  aged  couples  have  made  application,  more  than  we 
expected  for  years.  The  managers  already  see  before  them  a  wide  and 
important  field  for  the  exercise  of  judicious  charity.  There  are  many 
worthy  aged  couples  friendless  as  well  as  homeless  ;  for  these  a  fund 
should  be  established  at  once,  that  we  may,  in  a  more  efficient  manner, 
carry  out  the  true  spirit  of  this  important  charity.  It  may  seem  strange 
upon  first  thought,  that  worthy  old  people  should  not  have  a  few  friends 
who  would  be  willing  to  contribute  the  required  sum  to  place  them  where 
they  would  be  taken  care  of,  but  when  we  remember  that  but  few  people 
live  their  lives  in  the  place  they  were  bom,  that  the  number  who  reach 
old  age  under  any  circumstances  is  not  large,  and  that  the  old  rarely 
make  new  friends,  it  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  the  aged,  indigent,  and 
childless,  should  find  themselves  friendless.  We  are  confident  that  the 
Home  has  already  presented  itself  in  a  commendable  manner  to  the 
community,  and  that  its  future  growth,  maintenance,  and  developement, 
must  be  of  interest  to  all  whose  sympathies  are  awakened  by  the  feeble¬ 
ness  of  uncared  for,  and  unprotected  old  age. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

We  desire  here  to  make  grateful  acknowledgements  to  all  who  have 
generously  aided  in  the  work.  Many  donations  have  been  sent  us  since 
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the  Treasurer’s  Report  was  presented,  which  will  be  noticed  elsewhere. 
We  also  desire  to  place  on  record  the  generosity  of  our  own  members. 
All  connected  with  the  work  have  performed  their  several  duties  cheer¬ 
fully  and  with  fidelity,  and  God’s  blessing  has  been  added.  The  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  prayer  of  the  old  couple,  “  Forsake  me  not.  O  God  in 

i 

my  old  age,”  hath  been  answered  in  the  establishment  of  a  Home.  Let 
us  not  weary  in  well  doing,  but  with  hands  clasped  more  closely,  and 
with  hearts  even  more  united,  close  up  the  ranks,  and  make  a  combined 
and  continuous  effort  to  carry  forward  the  work  until  the  future  welfare 
of  the  Home  is  so  far  assured  that  fairs  and  entertainments  will  not  be 
necessary  adjuncts  to  its  support.  No  element  of  discord  should  dull 
the  keen  edge  of  interest  in  the  noble  Christian  work  we  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  do.  It  is  a  privilege  to  do  the  Masters  work.  “  Inasmuch  as 
ye  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.  ” 

We  extend  to  all  a  cordial  invitation  to  work  with  us,  to  come  and  help 
us.  The  widow’s  mite  and  the  rich  man’s  gift,  the  annual  subscription  and 
the  generous  donation  are  needed,  and  in  closing  this  Report  we  beg 
all  to  realize  the  necessities  of  this  charity,  and  to  remember  when  mak¬ 
ing  up  their  gifts,  that  the  Home  for  Aged  Couples  depends  largely  upon 

•  L  J  .  .  u 

their  generous  subscriptions  and  contributions  for  its  support. 

For  the  Trustees, 

ELIZABETH  ABBOTT  CARLETON. 

President. 
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For  1883. 

After  the  Fair  at  Horticultural  Hall,  Dec.  18,  1882,  in  aid  of  the  Free 
Home  for  Aged  and  Friendless  Women,  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Fair  associated  themselves  together  under  the  name  of  the  “  N.  E. 
Aid  Society  for  the  Aged  and  Friendless.  ”  The  first  meeting  was  held 
Jan.  2,  1883,  at  30  Union  Park,  at  which  time  officers  were  elected. 
Twenty-two  regular  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  besides 
several  special  meetings  called  by  the  President.  At  the  present  time 
the  Society  has  a  membership  of  158,  of  whom  26  are  life-members,  and 
132  are  annual;  108  new  members  have  been  added  to  our  roll.  We 
have  appeared  three  times  before  the  public, — May  31st,  at  a  public 
meeting  held  in  Horticultural  Hall,  at  which  prominent  clergymen  were 
present,  and  explained  the  objects  of  the  Society;  June  5th  and  6th  a 
Festival  was  held  at  the  same  hall,  and  the  late  Fair  which  opened  Dec. 
10th,  and  continued  one  week.  We  have  fully  maintained  our  position, 
and  feel  confident  of  the  success  of  our  undertaking,  and  we  need  feel 
no  hesitancy  in  making  future  appeals  to  the  public.  Our  thanks  are 
due  mainly  to  our  noble  President,  who  has  worked  early  and  late,  and 
has  known  no  such  word  as  fail  in  the  interests  of  our  Society. 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Wheeler,  Secretary . 

Jan.  1,  1884. 

Secretary's  Report  for  1884. 

The  Secretary  in  presenting  her  Report,  takes  pleasure  in  stating  that 
the  past  few  months  have  been  months  of  great  interest  and  importance 
to  the  Society.  May  29th  the  Society  was  incorporated,  June  10th  the 
estate,  431  Shawmut  Avenue,  was  purchased,  and  June  12th  the  Home 
for  Aged  Couples  was  formally  opened.  Since  then  extensive  alterations 
and  repairs  have  been  made  in  the  house,  which  add  very  much  to  the 
convenience  of  the  Home,  and  the  comfort  of  the  inmates.  Dr.  Sarah 
F.  Norris  has  accepted  the  position  of  Superintendent  and  Resident 
Physician.  Fifty-seven  annual  members  and  subscribers  have  been 
added  to  the  Society,  and  forty-three  life-members,  fourteen  of  whom 
have  been  added  since  the  incorporation  ;  one  member  has  been  removed 
by  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Faunce,  in  recognition  of  their  valuable 
donation,  have  been  made  life-members  of  the  Society.  A  die  of  the 
Seal  of  the  Corporation  has  been  generously  donated  by  Mrs.  H.  C. 
Dimond.  Other  donations  to  the  Home  and  Society  will  be  properly 
acknowledged  in  the  full  report  of  the  Secretary  which  will  be  presented 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  in  June,  1885. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Baldwin,  Secretary. 


July  30,  1884. 


Wfe  Mem.'BerxS). 


Extract  from  By-Laws. 

Every  person  subscribing  twenty-five  dollars  and  upwards,  shall  be  legally 
elected  a  life  member,  and  upon  any  legacy  of  five-hundred  dollars  and  upwards 
being  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  the  Executors  who  have  administered  may  be  elect¬ 
ed  life  members. 


His  Excellency,  Goy.  George  D.  Robinson.  Lt.  Gov.  Oliver  Ames. 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  Gen.  A.  P.  Martin. 


Allen,  Mrs.  W.  H. 

Ames,  Mrs.  Frank  M. 

Ames,  Frederick  L. 

Barnes,  Charles  B. 

Bailey,  Miss  S.  A. 

Banchor,  Miss  Annie  G. 

Bates,  Miss  Katherine 
Bertram,  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Bleakie,  Robert 
Brewster,  Mrs.  A.  P. 

Brown,  Mrs.  J.  Wentworth 
Burt,  Mrs.  George  H. 

Carleton,  Elizabeth  Abbott,  M.  D. 
Chickering,  George  H. 

Cochrane,  Col.  Hugh 
Curtis,  Mrs.  Nancy 
Davenport,  Mrs.  A.  A. 

Davis,  Mrs.  C.  Sleeper 
Farnum,  Mrs.  Albert  H. 

Faunce,  W.  T. 

Faunce,  Mrs.  W.  T. 

Fitch,  Mrs.  Jonas 
Flint,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  L. 

Foster,  Mrs.  John 
Gelray,  Col.  J.  W.,  U.  S.  A. 
Gibson,  Mrs.  Kimball 
Gill,  J.  S. 

Goddard,  Mrs.  Mary  T. 

Goddard,  Mrs.  A.  P. 

Greenleaf,  Richard  C. 

Hecht,  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Hooper,  Miss  E. 

Hunnewell,  H.  H. 

James,  Mrs.  J.  W. 


Mack,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Merriam,  Chas. 

Mitchell,  John  G. 

Murdock,  Edward  H. 
Murphy,  Miss  H.  M. 

Otis,  Miss  Abigail  T. 

Paige,  John  C. 

Parker,  Charles  W. 

Potter,  H.  Staples 
Pratt,  Mrs.  George  L. 
Quincy,  George  Henry 
Robinson,  Mrs.  S.  Albert 
Reed,  Mrs.  G.  F.  T. 

Rich,  Isaac  B. 

Richardson,  Mrs.  George  W. 
Shaw,  Mrs.  R.  G. 

Smith,  John  W. 

Storer,  Mrs.  D.  H. 

Sutton,  Mrs.  Eliza 
Thayer,  David,  M.  D. 
Tremlett,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Turner,  Henry  A. 

Turner,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 

Vail,  Mrs.  T.  N. 

Withington,  Mrs.  Moses 
Westcott,  Mrs.  Stephen  E. 
Weld,  Mrs.  C.  Minot 
Warren,  Mrs.  Samuel  D. 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Whitcomb,  Henry  C. 
Whitcomb,  Mrs.  Henry  C. 
*Whitcomb,  Carrie  Louise 
Whittemore,  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Woods,  Henry  • 


^Deceased. 


eKriQuaP  M 

Allen,  Mrs.  Chas.  H 
Amsden,  Mrs.T.  J. 

Bail,  Mrs.  George  W. 
Baker,  Mrs.  Walter 
Bates,  Miss  K. 

Bailey,  Mrs.  H. 

Bailey,  A.  J.  Esq., 
Baldwin,  Rev.  L.  B. 
Baldwin,  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Balkom,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Bartlett,  Mrs.  Alden 
Belt,  Mrs.  Mary 
Bond,  Win.  S. 

Bradbury,  Mrs.  N.  R. 
Brewster,  Mrs.  A.  P. 
Brooks,  Mrs.  Janies  I. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Nathaniel 
Brown,  Mrs.  J.  Crawford 
Brown  Mrs.  George  B. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Mary 
Brown,  Mrs.  Joseph  T. 
Browne,  W.  H. 

Brownell,  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Butterfield,  Mrs.  A.  P. 
Carter,  Henry  H. 

Chapin,  Mrs.  E.  H. 
Chaffee,  Mrs.  H. 

Clark,  Mrs.  W.  P. 
Cooledge,  Mrs.  J.  Randolph 
Cole,  Mrs.  E.  E. 

Cook.  Rev.  Joseph 
Cook.  Mrs.  Joseph 
Crombie,  Mrs.  1).  D. 
Crosby,  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Cushing.  Mrs.  Nancy 
Cushing,  Mrs.  Leonard 
Cushing,  Mrs.  R.  D. 
Cushing,  Mrs.  George 
Cutting,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Curtiss,  Mrs.  M.  F. 

Dana,  Charles  G. 

Damon,  Mrs.  Susan  C. 
Dascomb,  Mrs.  R.  D. 

Davis,  Mrs.  H.  F. 

Davis,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Dillaway,  Mrs.  William 
Dimond,  Mrs.  H.  C. 
Drilleo,  Mrs.  B. 

Duff,  Mrs.  William  T. 
Dunlap,  Mrs.  C.  D. 

Dykes,  Mrs.  Alfred 
Eddy,  Mrs.  Otis 
Ellis,  Rev.  F.  E. 

Ellis,  Mrs.  F.  E. 

Ellis,  Mrs.  G.  W. 

Emery,  Mrs.  Hiram 
Emmons,  Mrs.  F.  H. 
Ewings,  H.  U. 

Ewings,  Mrs.  H.  U. 

Fales,  Rev.  T.  B. 

Farnham,  Rev.  Luther 
Farnham,  Mrs.  Luther 
Farnum,  Albert  IT. 

Farrar,  Mrs.  J.  LI. 


2.rrv6erx^  and 


Fern  aid,  B.  Marvin,  Esq., 
Flood,  Mrs.  LI. 

L’orbes,  Mrs.  A.  P. 
Foster,  Ira  A. 

Foster,  Mrs.  Ira  A. 
Fowle,  Mrs.  J.  It. 

Fuchs,  Mrs.  Otto 
Fulton,  Mrs.  A.  M.,  M.D. 
Fullerton,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Furber,  Mrs.  Geo.  E. 
Furber,  Mrs,  F.  F. 

Gibbs,  Joseph  T. 

Gibson,  Mrs.  J.  T. 

Gilbert,  G.  C. 

Gilbert,  Mrs.  G.  C. 

Gould,  Mrs.  M. 

Granger,  Mrs.  E. 

Green,  Mrs.  A.  P. 

Hale,  Miss  M. 

Haynes,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Hersey,  Miss  Irene  G. 
Hinman,  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Howe,  Mrs.  John 
Howe,  Mrs.  Elias 
Howes,  Mrs.  Osborne 
Ingersoll,  Mrs.  J.  G. 
James,  Mrs.  Francis 
Jarvis,  Mrs.  L.  G. 
Johnston,  Mrs.  Geo.  H. 
Jones,  Mrs.  Henry 
Jones,  Mrs.  M.  E. 

Jones,  Miss  C.  J. 

Joslvn,  Mrs.  Myron  W. 
Kerwin,  Frederick 
Keyes,  Mrs.  C.  G. 
Kimball,  Mrs.  Geo.  F. 
*King,  Mrs.  G.  M. 

King,  Miss  Anna 
King,  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Kingman,  Mrs.  F.  K. 
Kittredge,  Mrs.  John 
Knapp,  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Larrabee,  B.  II. 

Lawton,  Mrs.  Elbridge 
Leonard,  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Lighthill,  Mrs.  A.  P. 
Lufkin,  Mrs  Louisa 
Luscomb,  Mrs.  M. 
Macomber,  Miss  D.  L. 
Martin,  Gen.  A.  P. 
Martin,  Mrs.  A.  P. 

Mason,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Maginnis,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Maxwell,  Mrs.  D.  C. 
Meredith,  Rev.  R.  R. 
Meredith,  Mrs.  R.  R, 
Morse,  Mrs.  A.  D. 

Merrill,  Mrs.  H. 

Morrison,  Miss  LI.  S. 
Muller,  Mrs.  Wm. 
Murdock,  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Murdock,  E.  H. 

Murdock,  Mrs.  E.  H. 


!u6Acri‘6erx^. 


Murdock,  Miss  Anna  C. 
Murdock,  Miss  Louisa 
Nickerson,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Nickerson,  Mrs.  Winslow 
Nickerson,  Miss  Isabel 
Norris,  Sarah  F.,  M.D. 
Odlin,  Mrs.  Woodbridge 
Oliver,  Mrs.  Stephen 
Rage,  Mrs.  C.  K. 

Page,  Mrs.  W.  C. 

Palfrey,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Parmenter,  Mrs.  H.  K. 
Penny,  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Peterson,  Miss  E.  L. 
Phillips,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Plaisted,  Miss  C.  E. 
Potter,  Mrs.  H.  S. 

Pratt,  Mrs.  C.  T. 

*Rand,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Richardson  Miss  M.  E. 
Richardson,  George  W. 
Robbins,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Robinson,  Miss  Delia  J. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  J.  P. 
Rushmore,  Mrs.  M,  J. 

Saw  in,  Mrs.  George 
Sawyer,  Mrs.  Joseph 
Saywer,  Mrs.  Alfred 
Sears,  Mrs.  Zenas 
Sliepley,  Mrs.  F.  E. 
Shepard,  Mrs.  Calvin 
Sinclair,  Miss  C. 

Smith,  Hon.  D.  Z. 

Smith,  John  W. 

Smith,  Mrs.  L.  A. 
Southwick,  Mrs.  C.  J. 
Sparred,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Spaulding,  Mrs.  N.  E. 
Stacy,  Mrs.  W.  II. 
Staekpole,  Mrs.  S.  A. 
Talbot,  Mrs.  S.  A. 

Taylor,  Mrs.  J. 

Taylor,  Miss  Bessie 
Tilton,  Mrs.  Joseph  B. 
Tyler,  Mrs.  L.  F. 

Van  Choate,  Mrs. 

Yiles,  Miss  Emily, 

Yose,  Mrs.  Willard  A. 
Wait,  Mrs.  Hervey 
Walker,  Mrs.  S.  A. 

W  al  k  e  r  an  d  Ri cli , 

W  axm  an ,  N  a  than 
Waxman,  Mrs.  N. 
Wetherell,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Wiggin,  Hon.  Joseph  F. 
Wiley,  Mrs.  Mary 
Wilde,  Mrs.  J.  D. 

Winch,  Joseph  R. 

Winch,  Mrs.  Joseph  R. 
Wheeler,  Mrs.  E.  B. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Marietta 
Young,  Rev.  Geo.  H. 
Young,  Mrs.  Geo.  H. 


^Deceased. 


©onorA. 


/  - , 

From  Jan.  1883  to  June  1884. 


Donations  and  Subscriptions  through 


Mrs.  J.  Wentworth  Brown, 

$100  00 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Ingersoll, 

6  00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Robbins, 

5  00 

Miss  Isabel  Nickerson, 

7  GO 

Mrs.  L.  G.  Jarvis, 

2  00 

Special  Donations  to  Festival. 

Alex.  H.  Rice, 

$10  00 

Dana  Z.  Smith, 

5  00 

M.  Loring,  for  one  Life-member- 

ship, 

25  00 

Donations  through  Mrs.  J.  W  Brown. 

John  M.  Little, 

$10  00 

Dexter  Bowman, 

10  00 

William  Bowditch, 

5  00 

Mrs.  C.  Marsh, 

■  10  00 

Mrs.  John  Hogg, 

10  00 

Mrs.  Burrage, 

5  00 

A  Friend  to  the  cause, 

15  00 

a  a  a 

10  00 

ii  a  a 

3  00 

A  Friend, 

5  00 

t  £ 

1  50 

Special  Donations  to  the  Fair . 

Mrs.  John  Foster,  for  four  Life- 

memberships, 

W.  T.  Carlton,  for  one  Life- 

$100  00 

membership, 

25  00 

C.  H.  Bond, 

10  00 

Ezra  Farnsworth, 

10  00 

Mrs.  Rollins, 

10  00 

Harvey  D.  Parker, 

10  00 

Mrs.  Stan  dish, 

10  00 

Mrs.  A.  Carlton, 

10  00 

Dr.  Thomas  S.  Jenks, 

10  00 

Sidney  Wilbur, 

10  00 

Gen.  Barnes, 

10  00 

C.  E.  Morrison, 

Mr.  Wentworth  and  friends, 

10  00 

12  00 

Marquise  and  Varney, 

15  00 

Miss  A.  van  E.  Huidekoper, 

5  no 

Friend  of  the  cause, 

5  00 

Friend, 

Miss  Macomber, 

5  00 

6  00 

Mrs.  Kemp, 

5  00 

Col.  J.  W.  Gelray, 

6  00 

Mrs.  Abbott, 

5  00 

Mrs  Porter, 

2  00 

Mrs.  Reed, 

2  00 

Mr.  Chace, 

2  00 

Mr.  Allen, 

2  00 

Mrs.  Chas.  Jones, 

3  00 

Mrs.  Jarvis,  1  00 

J.  Jordan,  Jr.,  2  00 

Mrs.  A.  D.  Morse,  3  00 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Murdock,  1  00 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Farrar,  2  50 

Houghton  and  Dutton,  2  00 

Mrs.  Hill,  1  50 

D.  B.  Flint,  for  one  life-member 

through  the  Treasurer,  25  00 


$597  00 

The  sums  given  above  are  included 
in  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer,  ending 
June  20th,  1884. 


Received  since  the  Society  was  in¬ 
corporated  May  27,  and  not  included 
in  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  ending 
June  20th. 


Richard  C.  Greenleaf,  $100  00 

Henry  Woods,  100  00 

Henry  A.  Turner,  25  00 

Mrs.  Eliza  Sutton,  25  00 

Mrs.  Kimball  Gibson,  25  00 

Oliver  Ames,  50  00 

George  Henry  Quincy,  25  00 

Dr.  David  Thayer,  25  00 

Miss  Anna  G.  Banchor,  25  00 

Special  donations  to  Festival ,  June  12. 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Faunce,  10  00 

George  W.  Richardson,  10  00 

Col.  J.  W.  Gelrav,  5  00 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Stacey,  5  00 

Miss  Isabel  Nickerson,  5  00 

George  H.  Pitman,  2  00 

C.  C.  Morgan,  2  00 

Mr.  Longley,  2  00 

E.  G.  Hunt,  2  00 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Stackpole,  1  00 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Farnum,  1  00 

Mrs.  Moody,  1  00 

Mrs.  Whitehouse,  1  00 

From  sale  of  Flowers  and 

Refreshments,  85  32 

From  sale  of  Tickets  to  Concert 

given  by  Mr.  Leavitt,  10  00 

A  Friend  to  the  Aged  and 

Friendless,  20  00 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Badger,  5  00 

Mrs.  J.  Hamilton  Farrar,  5  00 

Mrs.  Nettie  Bradbury,  5  00 


$602  32 


Donations  to  the  Home  for  Aged  Couples  will  appear  in  the  Report  of  1885. 

The  Society  desires  to  record  their  grateful  acknowledgments  to  Mrs.  J  Went¬ 
worth  Brown,  for  her  valuable  aid  in  securing  important  additions  to  the  mem¬ 
bership  of  the  Society. 
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ARTICLE  I.  CORPORATE  NAME. 

This  Corporation  shall  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  New  England  Aid  Society 
for  the  Aged  and  Friendless. 

ARTICLE  II.  PURPOSES  OF  INCORPORATION. 

The  object  and  purpose  of  this  Corporation,  shall  be  the  establishment  and 
support  of  non -sectarian  Christian  homes  for  the  aged  and  needy. 

ARTICLE  III.  MEMBERS. 

Every  person  subscribing  annually  one  dollar  and  upwards,  shall  when  elect¬ 
ed  by  the  Corporation  be  deemed  a  member  of  this  Society  during  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  such  subscription. 

Every  person  subscribing  twenty-five  dollars  and  upwards,  shall  be  when 
legally  elected  a  life-member,  and  upon  any  legacy  of  five-hundred  dollars  and 
upwards  being  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  the  Executors  who  have  adminstered  may 
be  elected  life-members. 

ARTICLE  IV.  OFFICERS. 

The  business  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  conducted  by  a  Board  of  not  less  than 
twenty  Trustees,  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  a  Board  of  Council  consisting 
of  twelve  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  Trustees,  representing  the  different  relig¬ 
ious  denominations, of  Trustees.  The  officers  of  the  Corporation  under  the  name 
of  Trustees,  shall  consist  of  a  President,  six  Vice-Presidents,  a  Treasurer,  a 
clerk,  and  eleven  other  persons,  all  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  each 
annual  meeting,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  year  and  until  others  are  chosen 
and  qualified  in  their  stead.  All  other  officers  may  be  appointed  and  removed, 
and  their  duties  defined  by  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Any  vacancy  in  the  Board  of 
Trustees  may  be  filled  by  the  remaining  members  of  the  Board,  until  the  next  an¬ 
nual  election.  Seven  Trustees  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

ARTICLE  V.  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  shall  be  held  in  the  City  of  Boston  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  June  of  each  year,  for  the  election  of  officers,  to  alter  and 
amend  the  By-Laws,  and  i'or  any  other  business  that  may  legally  come  before  the 
meeting.  Ten  days  previous  notice  of  the  same  shall  be  given  in  at  least  one 
daily  paper  published  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Special  meetings  of  the  Corporation 
may  be  called  by  the  President,  by  giving  ten  days  notice  in  writing  to  each  mem¬ 
ber  by  mail. 

ARTICLE  VI.  TRUSTEES. 

The  Trustees  shall  have  control  and  management  of  the  affairs  and  property 
of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  cause  a  complete  record  of  all  their  doings  to  he 
kept  which  shall  be  laid  before  the  Corporation  whenever  required,  and  at  every 
annual  meeting  of  the  Corporation  they  shall  render  a  full  account  showing  in 
detail  the  situation  ol' the  property,  and  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Corporation. 

ARTICLE  VII.  BOARD  OF  COUNCIL. 

The  Board  of  Council  may  organize  with  a  Chairman  and  Secretary,  and 
choose  from  their  number  a  committee  who  shall  visit  the  Home  for  Aged 
Couples  as  often  as  they  shall  direct,  and  report  to  the  Trustees  upon  its  condition 
as  often  as  they  shall  deem  it  expedient ;  they  shall  advise  in  reference  to  appli¬ 
cants  to  the  Home,  and  report  to  the  Trustees  names  of  those  deemed  worthy  to 
become  inmates.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  this  Board  to  render  especial  assistance  in 
raising  funds,  and  in  every  way  to  aid  in  promoting  the  success  and  usefulness  of 
the  Home. 

ARTICLE  VIII.  PRESIDENT. 

The  President  shall  preside  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  Corporation  and  of  the 
Trustees,  appoint  committees,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  are  incidental 
to  the  office,  and  required  by  law.  In  the  absence  of  the  President  the  senior 
Vice-President  shall  preside. 


24 


ARTICLE  IX.  SECRETARY  AND  CLERK. 

The  Secretary,  who  shall  also  be  the  clerk  of  the  Corporation,  shall  record 
all  the  votes  of  the  Corporation  in  a  hook  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  notify  all 
meetings  of  the  Corporation  and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  shall  record  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  same,  and  shall  perform  all  other  duties  and  services  usually  required 
of  a  clerk  of  the  Corporation. 

ARTICLE  X.  TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  shall  furnish  bonds  satisfactory  to  the  Trustees,  and  shall  then 
have  the  custody  of  all  the  funds  of  the  Corporation,  shall  sign  receipts  and  ac¬ 
knowledgements  for  all  monies  or  other  property  received,  keep  a  full  and  correct 
account  of  all  financial  transactions,  and  disburse  no  money  or  property  except 
by  direction  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  or  their  Committee  duly  authorized.  At  the 
annual  meeting  the  Treasurer  shall  render  a  full  and  detailed  aceount  of  receipts 
and  disbursements,  with  a  statement  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  Corporation, 
and  shall  at  any  time  give  such  information  in  regard  to  the  property  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  as  may  be  requested  by  the  Trustees;  also  perform  all  other  duties  and 
services  appertaining  to  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  a  Corporation,  and  required  by 
the  Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE  XI.  AUDITOR. 

The  Auditor  shall  examine  the  accounts  annually,  andoftener  if  necessary,  and 
report  at  the  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XII.  QUORUM  FOR  BUSINESS. 

Fifteen  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at  any  meeting  of  the  Corporation. 

ARTICLE  XIII.  TERMS  AND  CONDITIONS  OF  ADMISSION  TO  THE  HOME  FOR 

AGED  COUPLES. 

Any  Aged  Couple,  (man  and  wife),  of  not  less  than  sixty  years  of  age  and  of 
good  moral  character,  may  be  admitted  into  the  Home  on  the  payment  of  such 
sum  as  the  Trustees  may  determine,  and  by  signing  an  agreement  to  abide  by  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Home.  Those  holding  property  are  required  to 
secure  tlio  same  to  the  Home  before  they  are  admitted,  and  should  they  obtain 
any  property  after  admission,  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  convey  it  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration  if  they  remain  in  the  Home.  Each  couple  shall  be  received  temporarily 
three  months.  After  the  expiration  of  said  term  the  Board  ot  Trustees  shall  as 
they  may  deem  expedient,  dismiss  or  confirm  the  applicants  as  permanent  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Home.  Persons  not  confirmed  as  permanent  inmates  of  the  Home 
shall  be  refunded  the  balance  of  the  admission  fee  paid  by  them,  after  deducting 
three  dollars  per  week,  for  each  person,  for  the  time  they  have  remained  in  the 
Home,  as  compensation  for  their  board.  The  entrance  fee  paid  by  or  for  inmates 
may  form  a  permanent  fund,  or  be  otherwise  used  as  the  Trustees  may  direct. 

article  xiv.  By-Laws. 

These  By-Laws,  or  any  part  of  them,  may  be  altered,  amended,  or  repealed, 
at  any  annual  or  special  meeting  of  the  Corporation,  legally  called  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  those  present  and  voting  at  said  meeting. 
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ARTICLE  I.  MEETINGS. 

Meetings  of  the  Trustees  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each 
month,  at  such  hour  as  they  may  determine.  Seven  members  shall  con¬ 
stitute  a  quorum  for  business. 

ARTICLE  II.  ORDER  FOR  BUSINESS. 

The  meetings  of  the  Board  shall  be  called  to  order  within  ten  minutes 
of  the  hour  named,  and  the  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows  :  i. 
Prayer.  2.  Calling  of  the  Roll.  3.  Reading  the  Minutes.  4.  Report 
of  Treasurer.  5.  Report  of  each  Committee  shall  then  be  presented 
and  thereafter  any  other  business  may  come  before  the  Board. 

ARTICLE.  III.  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

At  the  first  meeting  after  the  annual  meeting,  the  following  named 
Standing  Committees  shall  be  appointed,  namely  :  an  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  a  Committee  on  Admission,  on  Finance,  on  Religious  Services, 
a  Visiting  Committee,  and  such  other  Committees  as  the  Board  may 
deem  expedient.  If  from  any  cause  either  of  said  Committees  shall  not 
have  been  chosen  at  said  meeting,  it  may  be  appointed  at  any  subse¬ 
quent  one. 

ARTICLE  IV.  CHAIRMAN,  AND  REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  first  named  member  on  a  Committee  shall  be  chairman,  and  re¬ 
ports  of  Committees  shall  be  submitted  in  writing,  and  be  placed  among 
the  documents  of  the  Corporation. 

ARTICLE  V.  ON  MOTIONS. 

Every  motion  when  made  shall  be  stated  from  the  Chair,  and,  upon 
being  seconded,  the  presiding  officer  shall  ask  if  the  members  are  ready 
for  the  question  ;  which  being  assented  to  the  vote  shall  be  taken.  No 
other  business  shall  be  taken  up  by  the  Board,  or  discussed  by  any  of 
the  members,  until  that  which  has  been  laid  before  them  be  decided  or 
postponed.  Any  member  making  a  motion,  shall,  at  the  request  of  any 
other  member,  present  the  same  in  writing. 

ARTICLE  VI.  AMENDMENTS. 

An  amendment  may  be  made  to  any  motion,  and  shall  be  decided 
before  the  original  motion ;  but  during  the  debate  no  motion  shall  be 
received  unless  it  be  to  adjourn  ;  to  lie  on  the  table  ;  the  previous 
question  ;  to  postpone  either  indefinately  or  to  a  certain  day  ;  or  to  com¬ 
mit  ;  which  motions  shall  take  precedence  in  the  order  here  named,  ex¬ 
cept  that  a  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order. 

ARTICLE  VII.  ON  RECONSIDERATION. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  must  be  made  by  a  member  who  voted  with 
the  majority,  and,  if  the  motion  prevail,  the  subject  is  again  open  for 
debate  on  the  original  motion,  the  same  as  any  other  motion,  and  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  same  rules. 
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ARTICLE  VIII.  POSTPONEMENT. 

At  the  desire  of  any  member  of  the  Board  who  desires  further  time 
for  reflection  and  examination,  the  decision  of  a  new  question  shall  be 
postponed  to  the  meeting  succeeding  that  at  which  it  was  proposed. 

ARTICLE  IX.  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  general  charge  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Home  during  the  interval  between  the  regular  monthly  meetings 
of  the  Board,  and  act  in  their  behalf.  Some  one  of  them  shall  visit  the 
Home  at  least  once  a  week ;  snail  make  or  authorize  all  purchases 
necessary  for  the  Home  ;  shall  carefully  examine  and  approve  all  bills 
for  supplies  and  repairs  before  payment  by  the  Treasurer ;  and  shall 
keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings  which  shall  be  laid  before  the  Board 
of  Trustees  at  their  monthly  meeting. 

ARTICLE  X.  COMMITTEE  ON  ADMISSION. 

The  Committee  on  Admission  shall  visit  or  confer  with  applicants  for 
admission,  and  inquire  into  their  circumstances  and  character,  and  make 
a  full  report  to  the  Board  of  all  the  material  facts  relating  to  each  case.  <■ 
The  Trustees  shall  then  decide  upon  the  admission  of  the  applicants. 
It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  keep  a  register  in  which 
shall  be  entered  the  names  of  all  applicants,  their  respective  ages,, 
place  of  birth  and  residence,  persons  by  whom  they  are  recommended, 
date  of  their  application  ;  the  decision  of  the  Trustees  thereon,  the 
time  and  terms  of  their  admission,  and  such  other  facts  as  they  may 
deem  important;  and  they  shall  assign  to  inmates  their  rooms. 

ARTICLE  XI.  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Finance  Committee  shall  have  the  general  charge  and  direction 
of  all  matters  connected  with  the  money,  mortgages  and  other  securities 
belonging  to  the  Corporation,  and  shall  direct  the  Treasurer  in  the  dis¬ 
position  of  the  same  ;  they  shall  use  all  legitimate  means  to  obtain  the 
necessary  funds  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  the  Society,  and  shall  make 
a  full  report  to  be  read  at  the  annual  meeting. 

ARTICLE  XIL  COMMITTEE  ON  RELIGIOUS  SERVICES. 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  shall,  as  far  as  practicable,  sup¬ 
ply  the  Home  with  preaching  on  Sundays.  They  shall  make  such  regu¬ 
lations  in  regard  to  the  same  and  to  other  Religious  services  as  they  may 
deem  proper  and  expedient.  The  duty  of  supplying  the  Home  with  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  shall  devolve  upon  this  Committee.  Ordained 
clergymen  of  all  denominations  will  be  cordially  received.  The  other 
members  of  the  Board  will  be  required  to  communicate  with  this  Com¬ 
mittee  and  obtain  their  consent  before  introducing  any  one  into  the 
Home  as  a  religious  instructor.  The  Superintendent  will  act  in  their 
absence  under  their  direction. 

ARTICLE  XIII.  VISITING  COMMITTEE. 

The  Visiting  Committee  shall  represent  the  different  denominations  on 
the  Board  ;  they  shall  visit  the  Home  not  less  than  once  a  week  ;  and  it 
shall  be  their  duty  to  see  all  the  inmates  in  their  several  rooms  ;  inquire 
into  their  spiritual  and  temporal  welfare,  and  giving  such  encouragement 
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and  advice  as  may  be  in  their  power,  and  as  the  circumstances  of  each 
case  may  seem  to  require.  This  Committee  shall  enter  the  day  and 
time  of  their  visits,  with  such  observations  as  they  may  deem  useful,  in  a 
minute-book,  which  shall  be  kept  at  the  Home,  and  on  the  last  day  of 
their  term  of  service  they  shall  notify  the  members  who  are  to  succeed 
them  in  visiting. 

ARTICLE  XIV.  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Home  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive 
Committee  shall  have  charge  of  the  house,  and  shall  strictly  enforce  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Trustees.  Order,  neatness,  and  good  con¬ 
duct,  must  prevail  in  every  part  of  the  establishment.  She  shall  be 
present  at  meals,  see  that  they  are  properly  served,  that  suitable  food  is 
carefully  prepared  for  the  sick,  that  proper  order  is  observed  at  table, 
and  a  blessing  asked  before  each  meal. 

She  shall  at  all  times  maintain  the  respect  due  her  station,  and  by 
firm,  kind  and  judicious  methods,  endeavor  to  secure  the  comfort  of  each 
aged  couple  admitted  to  the  Home  established  for  their  support  and 
happiness.  At  each  weekly  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  the 
Superintendent  shall  present  in  writing,  a  statement  of  the  supplies  re¬ 
quired,  with  a  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Home  and  the  family,  and 
such  other  matters  as  may  be  important. 

The  Superintendent  shall  keep  a  book  in  which  shall  be  recorded  a 
list  of  the  furniture,  linen,  and  other  articles  belonging  to  the  Home, 
which  list  shall  be  corrected  and  laid  before  the  Corporation  at  its 
annual  meeting. 

All  presents  made  to  the  Home  shall  be  entered  with  the  name  of  the 
donor,  in  a  book  kept  for  the  purpose  by  the  Superintendent. 

ARTICLE  XV.  TERMS  OF  ADMISSION. 

Sec.  i. — Applicants  must  furnish  satisfactory  testimonials  of  character, 
and  freely  communicate  all  facts  necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of 
each  case. 

Sec.  2. — Persons  under  sixty  years  of  age  shall  not  be  admitted  unless 
by  vote  of  the  whole  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sec.  3. — Every  couple  shall  be  received  on  a  probation  of  three 
months  ;  after  expiration  of  said  term  of  three  months,  the  Board  of 
Trustees  shall,  as  they  deem  expedient,  extend  the  term  of  probation,  or 
dismiss  or  confirm  the  applicants  as  permanent  inmates  of  the  Home. 

Sec.  4. — Couples  not  confirmed  as  permanent  inmates  shall  be  refun¬ 
ded  the  balance  of  the  admission  fee  paid  by  them  after  deducting 
three  dollars  per  week  for  each  person  for  the  time  they  have  remained 
in  the  Home,  as  compensation  for  board. 

Sec.  5. — The  Board  of  Trustees  may  by  vote  admit  inmates  on  such 
terms  as  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  Corporation,  or  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  any  particular  case  may  seem  to  demand.  Unless  otherwise 
ordered  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  four  hundred  dollars,  and  the  furniture 
of  a  room,  including  a  good  bedstead,  bed,  bedding,  and  other  necessa¬ 
ries,  shall  be  furnished  before  anyone  is  admitted  temporarily  or  perma¬ 
nently. 

In  no  case,  however,  will  a  proposition  to  pay  this  or  any  other  sum 
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be  considered  by  itself  as  conferring  a  right  upon  the  person  making  it  to 
send  a  couple  to  the  Home  temporarily  or  permanently ;  the  Society  in¬ 
tending  to  reserve  to  itself  in  all  cases  the  exclusive  right  to  admit  or  re¬ 
ject  persons  who  desire  to  become  inmates. 

Sec.  6. — Furniture  and  other  articles  brought  into  the  Home  by  or  for 
permanent  inmates,  are  to  remain  for  the  benefit  of  the  Home. 

Sec.  7.-— Inmates  who  have  property,  must  secure  the  same  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration  before  admission  ;  and  in  case  of  their  obtaining  money  or  oth¬ 
er  property  after  their  admission/it  will  be  necessary  to  make  it  over  to 
the  Corporation,  if  they  continue  as  inmates  of  the  Home. 

Sec.  8. — No  insane  or  idiotic  person  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Home. 
Any  inmates  after  their  admission  into  the  Home,  who  shall  become  so 
diseased  in  mind  as  seriously  to  interfere  with  the  comfort  and  health  of 
the  other  residents,  upon  the  advise  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Home,  shall 
be  returned  to  their  friends,  or  removed  to  some  suitable  institution ;  the 
Corporation  shall  not  be  held  liable  for  the  support  of  such  person  or 
persons  after  their  removal  from  the  Home. 

Sec.  9. — Should  any  couple  desire  to  leave  after  being  admitted  as per-s 
manent  inmates ,  the  entrance  fee  which  they  have  paid,  or  which  has 
been  paid  for  them  will  not  be  returned ;  but  should  any  other  property 
have  been  made  over  to  the  Corporation  by  them,  the  said  property  or 
the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  them  after  de¬ 
ducting  a  reasonable  amount  for  their  support  while  in  the  Home  ;  but 
after  once  leaving  they  cannot  return  as  inmates  unless  by  a  vote  of  the 
Trustees. 

Sec.  10. — The  Trustees  in  all  cases  reserve  the  right  to  dismiss  and 
expel  from  the  Home  any  inmates  who  shall  violate  the  rules,  or  whom 
from  any  other  cause  they  may  deem  not  to  be  proper  objects  of  this 
Charity.  Notice  of  the  intention  to  dismiss  and  expel  inmates  shall  be 
given  in  the  call  for  the  meeting  when  such  action  is  to  be  taken. 

ARTICLE  XVL  AMENDMENTS. 

These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  legal  meeting  of 
the  Trustees,  provided  that  in  the  notices  calling  said  meeting,  it  shall 
have  been  stated  that  an  alteration  or  amendment  is  to  be  made. 


House  Rules. 

1.  The  entire  care  of  the  house  shall  be  in  charge  of  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

2.  The  Superintendent  shall  strictly  enforce  the  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  Home,  thereby  securing  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  resi¬ 
dents  or  inmates. 

3.  Residents  will  be  required  to  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations, 
and  to  treat  each  other  with  becoming  respect,  and  by  acts  of  kindness 
and  forbearance  make  a  cheerful  Home. 

4.  Every  inmate,  except  in  case  of  illness,  is  expected  to  attend  all 
religious  services. 

5 .  A  general  table  will  be  provided,  at  which  all  who  are  able  will  be 
expected  to  attend  punctually,  and  endeavor  by  order  and  pleasant  con¬ 
versation  to  make  such  occasions  agreeable  to  each  other,  and  to  the 


29 


Superintendent.  ggjp^Breakfast  at  eight  o’clock ;  Dinner  at  one  o’clock ; 
Supper  at  six  o’clock.CD§5® 

6.  The  Superintendent  will  preside  at  the  table  and  ask  a  blessing 
before  each  meal. 

7.  Those  confined  to  their  rooms  will  be  furnished  with  diet  under 
the  direction  of  the  Superintendent. 

8.  Washing  and  ironing  shall  if  practicable  be  done  on  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays. 

9.  All  that  is  necessary  for  the  comfortable  support  of  the  inmates  of 
the  Home  will  be  provided  by  the  Corporation ;  no  inmate  therefore 
will  be  permitted  to  solicit  assistance  for  any  purpose,  unless  duly  auth¬ 
orized  by  the  Executive  Committee, 

10.  Inmates  who  are  able  will  be  expected  to  render  services  for  the 
Home,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent. 

11.  No  intoxicating  drinks  or  strong  stimulants  shall  be  used  in  the 
House,  except  by  order  of  the  Physician  in  charge. 

12.  No  tobacco  smoking  will  be  allowed  in  any  part  of  the  house 
above  the  basement. 

13.  Inmates  will  not  be  permitted  to  enter  the  kitchen,  store-rooms, 
or  other  offices  of  the  house,  unless  by  consent  of  the  Superintendent. 

14.  Interference  with  assistants  or  servants  will  not  be  permitted  ;  but 
if  any  persons  have  cause  for  complaint,  they  may  state  their  grievence 
at  once  to  the  Superintendent  who  will  report  it  to  the  Committee. 

15.  The  assistants  and  servants  will  be  required  to  treat  all  residents 
of  the  house  with  kindness  and  respect ;  to  be  courteous  to  all  visitors, 
and  to  strictly  comply  with  the  rules  of  the  house. 

16.  No  inmate,  or  person  employed  in  the  house,  will  be  permitted 
to  be  out  after  ten  o’clock  p.  m.,  unless  by  permit  or  order  of  the 
Superintendent. 

17.  Inmates  will  be  expected  to  retire  to  their  rooms  at  nine  o’clock, 
p.  m.,  and  extinguish  their  lights  by  ten  o’clock. 

18.  When  inmates  desire  to  visit  their  friends,  they  shall  inform  the 
Superintendent  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  intended  visit,  and  the 
probable  length  of  time  they  will  be  absent,  in  order  that  no  uneasiness 
may  be  felt  on  their  account,  and  that,  in  case  of  illness  or  accident,  the 
Superintendent  may  know  where  they  are  to  be  found. 

19.  The  friends  of  inmates  and  the  public  generally,  may  visit  the 
house  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  of  each  week,  between  the  hours  of 
two  and  five  o’clock  p.  m. 

Friends  and  relatives  are  permitted  to  call  on  business  on  any  day  of 
the  week  except  Suudays,  but  inmates  cannot  receive  callers  in  their  own 
rooms  except  on  the  visiting  days  named,  unless  by  special  permit  from 
the  Superintendent. 

20.  A  certificate  certifying  that  the  mental  and  physical  condition  of 
applicants  is  such  as  to  entitle  him  or  her  to  the  benefit  of  the  Home, 
will  be  required  from  one  of  the  attending  Physicians,  before  the  couple 
will  be  admitted.  All  cases  of  illness  will  be  treated  by  the  Physicians 
of  the  Home. 

21.  These  rules  maybe  altered  or  amended  at  any  meeting  of  the  Trustees. 


iJorrq  of  £>>onc|. 


We,  the  undersigned,  having  been  received  as  beneficiaries  of  the  Cor¬ 
poration  of  the  New  England  Aid  Society  for  the  Aged  and  Friendless, 
and  inmates  of  the  Home  for  Aged  Couples,  do  hereby  agree  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  in  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  care  and  attention  of  the  Society  and  the  expense  of  the  es¬ 
tablishment,  we  do  hereby  each  and  jointly  make  over  to  the  Corporation 
all  such  personal  property  as  we  have  brought  or  shall  bring  to  the  Home 
for  our  use,  to  the  end  that  the  quiet  and  comfort  of  the  house  may  not 
be  disturbed  in  the  event  of  our  removal  or  death,  but  that  all  our  effects 
may  remain  for  the  use  of  our  successors,  and  whereas  we  have  been  re¬ 
duced  in  the  course  of  Divine  Providence  to  a  state  of  dependence,  but 
may  hereafter  be  the  possessors  of  property  so  as  to  be  able  to  retire 
from  this  Home,  and  possibly  to  become  contributors  to  it,  we,  and  each 
of  us  do  further  hereby  appoint  the  President  of  the  said  Corporation 
for  the  time  being  our  xMtorney  and  Trustee,  to  receive  for  us  respec¬ 
tively,  and  to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  estates  real  or  personal  of  every  dis- 
cription  to  which  we  shall  hereafter,  or  may  be  now  entitled,  and  we  do 
hereby  assign  the  said  estates  and  empower  the  said  President  and  her 
successors  in  office  accordingly,  to  the  end  that  the  Corporation  may  be 
reimbursed  for  the  support  and  supplies  that  shall  have  been  furnished 
to  us  respectively,  as  far  as  such  estates  may  extend,  and  the  balance  to 
be  accounted  for  by  said  President  to  us  or  our  legal  representatives ; 
in  case  we  do  not  remove  from  the  Home,  then  any  property,  real  or 
personal,  which  we  may  in  any  way  become  the  possessors  of,  we  hereby 
bequeath  to  the  Corporation  of  the  New  England  Aid  Society  for  the 
Aged  and  Friendless,  for  its  sole  use  and  behoof  forever. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  the . day 

of . in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 

and 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered 
in  presence  of 


ilorrr}  of  ii>equ©^t. 


I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  New  England  Aid  Society  for  the  Aged 
and  Friendless,  a  Corporation  duly  established  under  the  laws  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  the  sum  of . dollars,  for  the  Home 

for  Aged  Couples  under  their  care  and  management,  (or  for  promoting 
the  objects  of  the  Society  as  specified  in  the  Charter),  and  I  hereby 
direct  my  Executor  to  pay  said  sum  to  the  Treasurer  of  said 

Corporation . . . months  after  my  decease.  The 

receipt  of  the  President  and  Treasurer  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge  to 
my  Executor  for  the  same. 


d)fi cuTer  anil  eKrficfeA  of  eKgt'eemea'i', 


OF  THE 


We  whose  names  are  hereto  subscribed  do  by  this  agreement  associate  ourselves 
with  the  intention  to  constitute  a  Corporation  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
one  hundred  and  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  Public  Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  and  the  acts  in  amendments  thereof,  and  in  addition  thereto. 

1.  The  name  by  which  the  Corporation  shall  be  known  is  the  New  England 
Aid  Society  for  the  Aged  and  Friendless, 

2.  The  purpose  for  which  the  Corporation  is  constituted  is  the  establishment 
and  support  of  non-sectarian  Christian  homes  for  the  aged  and  needy. 

3.  The  place  within  which  the  Corporation  is  established  or  located,  is  the 
City  of  Boston  within  said  Commonwealth. 

4.  In  Witness  Whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  this  sixth  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  1884. 

Elizabeth  Abbott  Carleton. 

Ruth  R.  Farrar. 

Abbie  F.  Martin. 

Lavinia  R.  Brown. 

Katherine  D.  Fitch. 

Loretta  A.  Richardson. 

Harriet  G.  Emery. 

Annie  M.  Baldwin. 

Francis  E.  Knapp. 

Rebecca  E.  Brownell. 

Joan  O.  Nickerson. 

John  W.  Smith. 

Margaret  J.  Maginnis. 

Sarah  T.  Brown. 

Caroline  E.  Ingersoll. 

Harriet  R.  Ewing. 

Henrietta  D.  Spaulding. 

Irene  G.  Hersey. 

Lillian  S.  Farnum. 

Athalana  G.  Cushing. 

Mary  G.  Cushing. 

Isabel  J.  Nickerson. 

Katie  Bates. 

H.  M.  Wilde. 

M.  Granger. 

Carrie  E.  Whitcomb. 

Ellen  S.  Foster. 

Ida  M.  Brooks. 

Susan  A.  Stackpole. 

Lvdia  A,  Smith. 

H.  M.  W  ether  ell. 

Ellen  Lighthill. 

Elizabeth  Emmons. 

Clara  R.  Morse. 

Dana  Z.  Smith. 


23c  it  5&Ttfl£0Tt,  That  whereas  Elizabeth  Abbott  Carleton,  John  W .  Smith,  Ruth 
R.  Farrar,  Loretta  A.  Richardson,  Annie  M.  Baldwin,  Harriet  G.  Emery,  Joan 
O.  Nickerson,  Sarah  T.  Brown,  Harriet  R.  Ewing,  Lillian  S.  Farnum,  Henrietta 
D.  Spaulding,  Carrie  E.  Whitcomb,  Athalana  G.  Cushing,  Mary  E.  Cushing, 
Ellen  S.  Foster,  and  others,  have  associated  themselves  with  the  intention  of 
forming  a  Corporation  under  the  name  of  the  New  England  Aid  Society  for  the 
Aged  and  Friendless,  for  the  purpose  of  the  establishment  and  support  of  non¬ 
sectarian  Christian  homes  for  the  aged  and  needy,  and  have  complied  witli#the 
provisions  of  the  Statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  in  such  case  made  and  provided, 
as  appears  from  the  Certificate  of  the  President,  Clerk,  Treasurer,  and  Trustees 
of  said  Corporation,  duly  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations,  and 
recorded  in  this  office  : 

^TfjfTEfCTE,  I,  Henry  B.  Pierce,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  Do  Hereby  Certify,  that  said  E.  A.  Carleton,  J.  W.  Smith, 
R.  R.  Farrar,  L.  A.  Richardson,  A.  M.  Baldwin,  H.  G.  Emery,  J.  O.  Nicker¬ 
son,  S.  T.  Brown,  H.  R.  Ewing,  L.  S.  Farnum,  H.  D.  Spaulding,  C.  E.  Whit¬ 
comb,  A.  G.  Cushing,  M.  E.  Cushing,  E.  S.  Foster,  and  others,  their  associates 
and  successors,  are  legally  organized  and  established  as,  and  are  hereby  made 
an  existing  Corporation,  under  the  name  of  the  New  England  Aid  Society 
for  the  Aged  and  Friendless,  with  the  powers,  rights,  and  privileges,  and  subject 
to  the  limitations,  duties,,  and  restrictions, which  by  law  appertain  thereto. 

Witness  my  official  signature  hereunto  subscribed  and  the  seal  of  the 
[seal]  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  hereunto  affixed,  this  twenty-ninth 
day  of  May,  in  the  y.eay  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty  four. 

Henry  B.  Pierce, 


Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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